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Dear Friends

It seems such a long time since we last produced a newsletter from Mid 
Strathearn Church.  When lockdown came in March 2020, it scuppered any 
plans for gatherings or events; the church buildings had to close, and with the 
threat of a virus which few of us understood, our lives became much more 
limited, and the future uncertain.   And yet, somehow, we kept going.  From 
never having heard of Zoom or Teams, many became reliant on such 
platforms to maintain communication, whether it was with colleagues at work 
or family members whom we were unable to visit.  

At Mid Strathearn Church we moved from providing written weekly 
reflections on our website, to making short videos including prayers and 
hymns as well as readings and reflections.   When we were able to worship 
again in our churches, conscious that not everyone felt comfortable meeting 
in person, the services were recorded as they happened, and posted on the 
website for folk to watch at their leisure.    For all of this, huge thanks must 
go to Alex Haddow who records the services, and Colin Crawford who hosts 
the website, as well as to those who have prepared and led the worship, Rev 
Marina Brown, Michael Benneworth, David Cameron, and Tim Carmichael.  
A weekly “coffee and chat” on Zoom has proved an excellent way for some 
of our housebound members to keep in touch too.

We are tentatively moving forward, still using only one building per Sunday, 
instead of the two services which were the norm before lockdown.   As 
restrictions lift, this arrangement will be revisited.  We are still without a 
permanent minister, and the Nominating Committee continues in our search 
for a new pastor.  On a national scale, there are challenging times ahead for 
the Church of Scotland, and all of us need to pray for guidance and wisdom 
as we try to discern God’s will for his church and people in this area.  From 
July, however, we are delighted to welcome Rev Bob Milne, a retired 
minister who will be acting as our locum minister for the immediate future, 
(though we hope still to use the expertise of our current worship leaders in 
our services.)

All of us will have been impacted by Covid in one way or another; some will 
have lost loved ones, some will still be battling the effects of long Covid; 
parents may have struggled with home schooling, others will have anxieties 
over their employment; yet others will have welcomed the slower and quieter 
pace of life that was forced upon us in lockdown.   As a   Christian 
community, we are encouraged to look out for one another, offering support 
where we can, and keeping friends and neighbours in our prayers.   And as 
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we move forward in faith, let us always hold on to the promise we find in 
Romans 8: 39 – “Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”   We are an Easter people, and we believe that God is and 
will be with us, whatever the future holds.  Hallelujah!

With best wishes

Marjorie Clark
Interim Moderator.

 

Weddings & Funerals

Our church buildings are beginning to be used for weddings and funerals 
again.  There are the usual restrictions that we must follow - 2m distancing, 
hand sanitising and face masks must be worn.  The 2m distancing does mean 
that the number allowed to attend is much lower.  We also have to have a 
record of those attending just in case they are needed for 'Track & Trace'.
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Sunday Services
At the moment we are holding one church service each week. 

 We rotate round our church buildings, a different church each week - service 
time is 11.00 am

Information on where our church services will be held and when can be 
found on our website

www.midstrathearnchurch.org

COVID restrictions mean that anyone who wishes to attend one of our church 
services must register to be allocated a seat.  To do this please phone Sheena 
on 01764 654270, Tuesday - Thursday evenings, 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm.

We have 2m distancing in place along with hand sanitising and we must wear 
a mask in the church building and when we are singing.

It is so nice to be able to meet and worship together.  Anyone who would like 
to join us will be made most welcome - please remember to register and book 
your seat!

Services Online
For those who do not wish to attend our church service on a Sunday morning 
our services are recorded and placed on our church website as soon as is 
possible.  This is usually available by the Tuesday after the service.  We are 
so very grateful to Alex Haddow for recording our services and therefore 
making this possible.  Thanks also to Colin Crawford who has been making 
sure our website is up-to-date which has been very important during the last 
year or so.  A huge thank you to both!

http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org/
http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org/
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WE HAVE A NEW WEBSITE	

www.midstrathearnchurch.org

On Monday 24th May our new website went live. Following an 
announcement from BT that they were closing our old website we have been 
working on designing our new site.

As part of the changes we now have a new domain name. To find our new 
website put www.midstrathearnchurch.org into your browser. The website 
has our Facebook feed as well as information about what’s going on, our 
services and videos of our past services. 

Thanks to everyone who has helped get the website set up, with a special 
mention to Neil Thomson of NTDesign who we commissioned to develop the 
website, set up the social media and the new emails for the church office 
bearers.

http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org
http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org
http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org
http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org
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We are always looking to keep the website up to date so if you have any 
updates or news please send it to Colin Crawford by email -
webmaster@midstrathearnchurch.org

COMMUNION IN MID STRATHEARN 2021
For information on when we are holding any Communion Services please 
refer to our website - www.midstrathearnchurch.org

Come if you’d like to, come if you’re able to and come as you are to share 
the Lord’s Supper with other Christians in Strathearn when you can.

Whatever your denomination, or none, all are welcome.

Super Adults 

For the Super Adults Outing this year it is hoped to have an afternoon tea 
party at Madderty Hall on Wednesday 15th September at 2pm. (postponed 
from 14th July owing to covid regulations.)  It will all, of course, depend on 
the coronavirus regulations at the time but if you can put this date in your 
diary we will be back with more information as the time goes on. We hope to 
be able to help with transport for those who need it to get to the hall and there 
will be a small charge of £5 for the tea. The definition of a Super Adult, is 
anyone 60 years young and over and a member of Mid Strathearn Church or 
resident within Madderty Parish. The project will be supported by the 
MacLagan Fund and we would love to see as many there as can come. 

David Cameron  (01764 683264)

mailto:webmaster@midstrathearnchurch.org
mailto:webmaster@midstrathearnchurch.org
http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org/
http://www.midstrathearnchurch.org/
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Mid Strathearn Church Guild

A short report revealing the new Guild projects by Heather Moir
Guild Projects
At a recent Zoom meeting an update on the projects was given.  During 2018- 
2021 The sums raised were as follows:

Crossreach.  £103,123.34
Sailors Society £54,555.40
Boys Brigade  £ 93,853.57
Malawi Fruits £85,550.82
Faith Impact Forum £84,874.10
Seema’s project £98,190.34

Total £551,434.70

There is never a problem in finding projects to support, since news of the 
success of chosen projects gets heard, organisations are queuing up to be 
considered.  The Theme for the next 3years is” Look Forward in Faith”.

New projects

Beat     
raising awareness of eating disorders by using young ambassadors to work in 
schools, collages and universities. Youth organisations will also be targeted to 
encourage sufferers to seek help.

Hear Our Voice.    UNIDA.  
This is a Brazilian effort designed to enable women to take theological 
raining . This will equip them with leadership skills and help them gain work 
placements

Chocolate Heaven. 
Spice Island Chocolate Project.   This will enable farmers in Indonesia to 
receive fair prices  and regular employment.

Starchild Uganda.   
It is hoped to build a centre for children with learning difficulties including 
autism. This will help them to realise their full potential and reduce stigma.

Home for Good
A small charity which seeks to move vulnerable children being fostered or 
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adopted on to the agenda of churches across Scotland , to make them feel 
welcome and encouraging them.

Vine Trust.  Kazunzu  The Village of Hope
Many children have become orphans in South Africa. This scheme is to 
create foster homes with 3 or 4 children. There will be a school and  health 
centre.  Agriculture, market gardening ,fish farming and the development of a 
transport business will give a degree of self sufficiency .

The Guilds will support these projects with their usual enthusiasm I am sure 
and continue the good work at home and abroad.  More than 7 million 
pounds has been raised since the 3 yearly system has started.  Well done 
Guilds!!

Gask Church Hall 

Gask Church Hall has, at last, partially re-opened to public use, not only 
being used as a voting station but more importantly with the resumption of 
ballet classes and soon the resumption of pilates classes.  Each user has set 
out how they intend to operate in the current restrictive climate, taking 
due care to ensure the hall is cleaned after use and al due precautions 
are taken.  Whilst it is understood the Church benefitted from a grant to 
soften the impact of the hall closure, it will be a welcome boost that a 
regular income is being resumed, as well as providing for the 
community, particularly in the case of the pilates classes.  The fitness classes 
are not returning, so there is scope for other groups.  It may be some 
time before other users, such as the play group and the dancers, can return 
or other community activities can take place - e.g. there are tennis 
tables provided by the Community Association available for use.  Likewise, 
normal church use may well be some time off. Running repairs have 
been undertaken to the Hall as needed, and it is generally in good 
condition. But soon consideration will have to be given to repainting the 
wooden exterior, and to replacing or recovering the rear wall which has 
weathered badly.  As with the refurbished floor, it may be funds can be found 
from elsewhere to assist.

Jamie Findlay
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Madderty

KiltWalk to raise funds for Christian Aid

Sheena and Colin Crawford have taken part in the virtual KiltWalk this year 
to help raise much needed funds for Christian Aid.  On Saturday 24th April 
they donned their kilts and Christian Aid T-Shirts and set off from Crieff at 
11.00 am and headed to their destination, Madderty Church.  All along the 
route they took photo’s and waved to well wishers’ who ‘tooted’ to them in 
the passing.  It was a lovely route to walk and the weather stayed dry which 
they were grateful for.

They completed their 6 mile distance by 1.05pm at Madderty Church where 
their daughter, Karen, was waiting to provide a very welcome taxi service 
home!
The amount raised from their Just Giving page and non electronic donations, 
which are still filtering in,  has amounted to approx. £1400.  Both Sheena and 
Colin were delighted with the figure raised and wish to thank everyone who 
donated and cheered them on!
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Blythswood Baby Blankets

There has been a happy crew of knitters during this latest lock down.  They 
have been responding to the request for hats, mittens and bootees for the 
maternity boxes which Blysthwood sends over seas.

Now they can send cardboard cartons as well, which allows more bulky items 
to be transported, so they have started to ask for baby blankets made from 
knitted squares. You can see from the picture that the wool comes in all sorts 
of colours and the squares can differ in sizes!

These items are very important for mothers and babies as the nights, even in 
tropical countries can get very cold – certainly if you are living at 5,000 ft 
above sea level!

Many thanks to all the knitters who  have exhibited their artistic, as well as 
their knitting ,skills and made many beautiful garments.

Judith James



12

Lockdown Stories

Lockdown For Me - Sarah Barclay

I remember first going into lockdown was a bit of a relief for me. I was 
struggling a lot in school socially and mentally and I just about hated every 
second of it. We had a maths test the week we went into lockdown and I was 
almost certain I would not get a good grade. Luckily for me we did not need 
to sit it and instead we would go through six long months of online learning 
(plus another four after Christmas!).

During the first lockdown I remember feeling a lot better about myself. I 
would go for a run every second day and I did not have to worry about 
choosing sides in my friendship group. I was now able to speak to all my 
friends at different times without taking a side. I also got very into music over 
lockdown. I would listen to music doing anything and found it really 
improved my mood. Lockdown also allowed me to improve on things I enjoy 
like practicing guitar and even climbing Munros with my family! It made me 
realise how fortunate I am to have such a loving family. 

School really improved when we finally got back. My friends had all matured 
and I even made new friends. For once I was kind of enjoying school and the 
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first lockdown really helped that. However, as you know this was not the 
final lockdown.  

I am not sure if it was the bad weather, or the new online lessons teachers 
were doing (which are very scary) but the second lockdown was not great for 
me. I had lost nearly all motivation and could hardly get three assignments in 
weekly. I really missed all my friends and family. By the end I was quite 
relieved to go back to school and see my friends and family again!
I hope you are all doing well and I am sure we will be out of this soon!

Hotel Quarantine Debacle - Kim McMeekin

I have never knowingly been a rule breaker, so having been stranded abroad, 
accepted upon return that I would have to hotel quarantine with my teenage 
daughter, I did baulk at the cost, £240 per night, but at this price how 
unpleasant could it be.  The border police were out in full force at the airport, 
perhaps in case we did a runner ! Much form filling later we were bused to 
the Edinburgh airport hotel, (The Hamptons) interestingly out of fifty 
passengers disembarking the flight, only seven were directed to the 
quarantine bus, where did the rest go ?

Tired and hungry we were escorted to our room by security guards, and I was 
so astounded at the size of the room, (2.2 by 4.2 metres). Twin beds and a 
wall console unit, made up most of the furniture, no dining table with two 
chairs for eating meals, and the window was sealed, no fresh air, given that 
daily exercise was a 15minute slot, this was a disaster.  I promptly phoned 
reception to complain, only to be informed that there were no bigger rooms 
and once allocated a room it couldn’t be changed.  I had to request extra 
bedding and towels as the room had been setup to accommodate one person 
only.  This was a recurring theme throughout our stay, quite clearly the room 
was not meant for two people sharing.  I spent the first few days phoning and 
emailing where possible, even to Nicola Sturgeon herself and received no 
replies or assistance.  I think the biggest issue for us was to try to obtain a 
Gluten free diet for my daughter, who is Celiac.  I phoned prior to our stay 
and was informed it could be catered for and quite quickly we realised that 
there was a general lack of knowledge of what constitutes gluten free and 
avoidance of cross contamination. 

 



14

The food is not cooked on the premises, instead is left at your room door in a 
tinfoil container and / or paper bag, you eat from this with disposable plastic 
cutlery and for us this was carried out on top of our beds, along with any 
other activities, due to lack of space.  

I organised a phone call with the kitchen manager with a list of easy prepared 
gluten free food and thought that it would solve the issue, alas not to be, my 
daughter ended up surviving on overcooked baked potatoes, often arriving 
without any fillings or even butter. 

Breakfast one morning was tinned fruit salad, which was upturned and open 
in the bag which resulted in a sticky mess on the floor, with no cleaning 
products to hand, I requested a mop, instead was left a packet of wet wipes at 
my door.  Suffice to say the food was poor quality, most nights, pasta or 
unrecognisable curry, and soup was of the tinned variety.
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The exercise and smoking area were a small concrete strip, surrounded by a 
wire mesh fence, this was so infuriating as it was right next to the empty 
hotel car park.  That extra space would have allowed for a proper run and less 
chance of filling your lungs with cigarette smoke.  At any given time, there 
would be an average of eight people in the exercise yard, including the 
guards, and not much social distancing going on; especially when passing 
one another going up and down the stairs.

It really felt like being in Fawlty towers, the hotel staff were young, and 
inexperienced, with one hand not knowing what the other was doing. Every 
day was some mishap or other, even with the first COVID test, we were 
given the wrong kit and it took me about five days to track down the results, 
not surprising, as the lady delivering the kits had a great attitude “this will 
stop the idiots from travelling abroad” Be warned don’t take the chance of 
entering hotel quarantine. 

To think our own home was one hours drive away in a rural area and would 
have been much safer to quarantine within!

Lockdown Hobbies - Wendy Greenlees

My mother, Isa Scougall, died in late February 2020 and we consider 
ourselves fortunate that we managed to have her funeral on 6th March just a 
couple of weeks before the first official lockdown started.  In a way it felt 
like a bit of a blessing as it allowed me the space to grieve and to gradually 
unwind a bit after a hectic few years without other things intruding.    

I occupied myself by filling our small incubators with a variety of poultry 
eggs and some fancy pheasant eggs and was kept busy raising the chicks all 
summer and autumn.  I now have Exchequer Leghorns, Oakworths, 
Barbezieux, Rhode Island Reds, Wheaten and Blue Marans, Cream Legbar, 
Red Golden Pheasants, a white pheasant and a few single odd-bods here and 
there.   

As the long, colder nights approached I resumed my genealogy hobby left 
over from the 1980s.  I worked on several surnames at the same time and I 
think my family must have been driven mad by the length of time I took 
poring over documents so old that I had to learn how to read the 17th century 
Scots script with its 3 extra letters of the alphabet and peculiar shorthand for 
dates, numbers and weights - still a work in progress. 
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I spent far too many hours reading some, to our modern eyes, hilarious 
‘gossip’ from the 1700s and 1800s.   However, hidden gems of history can be 
found when you take the time to search and I had several eureka moments 
finding a few hitherto unknown local places my Keron and Scougall 
ancestors lived, right back into the 1600s.   I now have loads of lines of 
enquiry to pursue next autumn!

Jesus loves me (for Oldies)

Jesus loves me this I know, though my hair is white as snow
Though my sight is growing dim, Still he bids me trust in him.
Yes Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me 
Yes Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so

Though my steps are oh so slow, with my hand in his I’ll go
On through life, let come what may, he’ll be there to lead the way.

When the nights are dark and long, in my heart he puts a song
Telling me in words so clear, ”Have no fear for I am near”

When my work on earth is done, and life’s victories have been won
He will take me home above, Then I’ll understand his love

I love Jesus does he know? Have I ever told him so?
Jesus loves to hear me say that I love him everyday.
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OBITUARIES

In the past couple of years we have had to sadly say goodbye to the 
following members of our church:

2019
Mr Tom Clark
Prof Jim James

2020
Mrs Isa Scougall       
Mr John Sutherland    
Mr Alexander Hay    
Miss Margaret Kinloch 
Mrs Susan O’Hara     
Mrs Isabell Cubby    
Mrs Catherine Roy   
Mrs Eliz Donaldson  
Mrs Aileen Scougall   

2021
Mr Alan Smith     
Mr Hardie Brown    
Mrs Marie Peock         
Mr David Cockburn    

Isabella Scougall - Raith Farm  1923 - 2020

Isa was born in Glasgow on 19th May 1923 to Samuel and Louisa Blackburn.  
Sam was a railway engine driver and Louisa had been one of the first female 
opticians in the country.  As a teenager Isa sang in the Tent Hall Choir with 
her sister and at 14 left the Commercial School and worked first in a shoe 
shop and then as a printer in the Central Hotel in Glasgow but during WWII 
she joined the Women’s Land Army and was sent to Crieff in 1941. She was 
billeted in Ferntower Road to begin with and worked on many surrounding 
farms in the Strath before being asked to work full time at Muir O’ Lea farm 
for the Dewar family - they recognised a hard worker!  

It was there and at the village hall dances on a Saturday night she met 
neighbouring Davie Scougall of the Raith and they were married in 1944, 
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living first at Millearn and then Roundlaw before the cottage was built for 
them at the Raith in the early 1950s.  

Under Mrs Dewar’s wing Isa quickly joined Madderty SWRI and Trinity 
Gask SWRI going on to hold many office bearer roles including president.  
She was also a member of the Guild for a time in the 60s.  She was Sunday 
School teacher at Trinity Gask for many years.  In the 60s and early 70s Isa 
taught craft classes at Perth College and ran a B&B at the Raith, maintaining 
life long friendships with some of the regular guests.  The money she earned 
helped her open her wool, crafts and gift shop in Crieff which was in business 
for nearly 40 years and is still missed by many.

Isa had a friendly, kind, generous nature, keen community spirit and was 
quick to help whenever she could.  To her family she was a mum, 
grandmother and great-grandmother.  She is much missed by both family and 
friends. 

Elizabeth G.M. Donaldson  -  Newton of Gorthy  1929 - 2020

Elizabeth was born in Edinburgh on 22nd October 1929, the eldest daughter of 
John and Mary Scott. They lived in Abbotsford Park, Morningside. Elizabeth 
attended St Denis Girls School, but during the war years was sent to Seascale 
in Cumbria. Elizabeth married George in April 1953 and they had 4 children, 
Susan, Bill, Jennifer and Hilary. She was a proud grandmother and great-
granny and loved to spend time with her grandchildren at Newton of Gorthy 
where she taught them to appreciate the countryside and rural life in general.

Elizabeth loved Fowlis Wester and was an accomplished self-taught organist 
at Fowlis Kirk for many years and always played with great gusto and to the 
tunes she preferred. She organised the weekly flower arranging rota in the 
kirk and there were always fine displays on show. She assisted George in the 
lead up to Communion services and helped maintain the Communion cloths. 
The Guild and Rural were important to her too and she made many long 
lasting friendships as a result.

She was a keen sportswoman playing golf at Crieff and tennis with her 
friends and family. Bridge was another favourite which she thoroughly 
enjoyed.
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Sadly, Elizabeth’s health began to diminish in her later years, and she moved 
to enjoy a quieter and easier life in Crieff. Dementia unfortunately took 
control and she was forced to live at The Birches where she ended her days.
Many will remember Elizabeth for her quick wit and forthright manner!!  

Margaret Kinloch  1932 - 2020

Margaret was born in Clathybeg Farmhouse, in Gask in 1932 and was a 
lifelong member of Gask Church.  She trained as a Nurse and became the 
matron of the Crieff Cottage Hospital. Her whole life, private and 
professional, was spent in interaction with other people, with caring and 
serving their needs in every sort of way both when they were sick or when 
they were in good health.

She was a stalwart in the Gask Guild and was its treasurer for many years and 
always provided the milk, sugar, tea and biscuits. She was utterly reliable and 
always did the jobs  “in the background”- never wanting to take pride of 
place. She had firm views and hated to see jobs done in a half-hearted 
manner. She was a gifted water colourist and a singer in the prize winning 
Gask Choir!

She was renowned for her dedication to fetching and carrying people to and 
from events  and in visiting those who were not able to get out and even 
taking them on joy rides to see the colours of the countryside and the places 
that they used to be able to visit.

Certainly Margaret’s witness to the love of God in action in the world was so 
consistent, so generous and so committed that she really did personify that 
hymn which says that “we are your hands, your feet in the world”.

She was one of the first of our community who died during the Lockdown 
and it surely was a particular horror for her, who had spent her life caring for 
others, to be isolated so cruelly just as her health was failing.

Margaret was a joy to know and she set an example which many of us find 
difficult to follow.

*****


